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1. Scientific achievements
a) Neutron quantum optics

The cooperation between theorists and experimental physicists is a main goal
of the Network. In 2000 this cooperation has strengthened considerable, especially
between the participants No. 1, 5 and 12. Questions of dephasing, decoherence,
Zeno-like phenomena and non-classical states were in the center of interest. A first
neutron state reconstruction experiment is just under progress at the Institute Laue-
Langevin (ILL) in Grenoble. A new topic arised in connection with the phenomenon of
a boundary induced phase. Related calculations and experiments are in progress.

b) Neutron interferometry

The neutron interferometer set-up at the ILL-reactor in Grenoble has been
upgraded and various test measurements have been performed. The whole sample
adjustment platform has been decoupled form the interferometer platform to reduce
disturbing vibrations. A third axis has been adapted to permit neutron quantum state
reconstruction experiments (Fig. 1). Temperature stability especially during summer
is still a big problem and a air-condition system only could help to overcome this
drawback. A very large interferometer with a beam path length of 21 cm has been
tested successfully.

The neutron interferometer set-up at the Rez-reactor was used to improve the
precision of coherent scattering length measurements to 0,002 %. The phase grating



interferometer at the very cold neutron beam of the ILL-reactor has been used for
novel Aharonov-Bohm and gravity experiments.

Fig. 1: Perfect crystal set-up at the ILL high flux reactor

¢) Ultra small angle neutron scattering (USANS)

Perfect crystal ultra small angle cameras are now installed at the ILL-reactor in
Grenoble, at the DIDIO-reactor in Juelich, the HMI-reactor in Berlin, the NPI-reactor
in Rez, the SINQ-spallation source of the PSI in Villigen and at the TRIGA-reactor in
Wien. Thus the Network considerably contributed to the advent of this new high
sensitive method. Users from Australia, France, Germany, India and Italy were
impressed by the new opportunities provided by this method.

d) Perfect crystal resonator

Although the results of neutron storage experiments with the narrow band
neutron resonator VESTA installed at the I1SIS-spallation source were impressive it
has been decided to change the system from a pulsed magnetic field to a pulsed
neutron flipper system (Fig. 2). Therefore, the whole system has been brought to
Wien to build and to test the new system. It should be re-installed and operated
during this year. It can be anticipated that the performance parameters can be
improved by a factor of at least ten. This development may also have an impact on



the instrumentation of new pulsed neutron spallation sources as they are under
construction or discussion worldwide.

Fig. 2: Proposed set-up based on an active neutron magnetic resonance system
placed in the middle of the crystal cavity

2. Organizational items

a) The University Erlangen - Nurnberg has been accepted as a new participant
by Amendment No. 2.
The duration of the Network has been extended until the end of 2001 by an
Amendment No.3.

b) Workshop
A very fruithful and well organized Workshop took place in Bari 4. - 7. May
2000. 23 talks, 30 participants contributed to this success and stimulated
future cooperation (see Attachment).

c) Young researchers
The situation concerning the recruting of young researchers improved during
2000. At the end of the reporting period 8 Young Scientists were employed
within the Network.

3. Summary

The successful scientific work within the Network in the year 2000 is documented by
23 papers published and 12 papers submitted for publication.
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